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Introductions

Chief Behavior Analyst

Dr. Lucas Evans

Eastern Region

ABA - Melantha Witherspoon 

ISC - Cindy Hanebrink

Central Region

ABA - Syn McDonald 

ISC - Chad Reyes

Western Region

ABA - Rita Cooper 

ISC - Kay Hamblin

Special Guest

Theresa Roberts



State Operated Programs
What are state-operated habilitation centers?

Facilities in which individuals receive

24-hour support in a congregate setting. 

Certified as Intermediate Care Facilities

Individuals with Intellectual 

Disabilities

Receiving long-term supports at the 

habilitation centers

Certified through the 

Department of Health & Senior 

Services

Provide a variety of services

Supports vary based on the need of the 

resident - residential supports, nursing, 

employment supports, occupational 

therapy, speech therapy, physical 

therapy, and behavior analysis services



State Operated Programs
Where are the state-operated habilitation centers in 

Missouri?

St. Louis Developmental Disability Treatment 

Centers (DDTC)

St. Charles DDTC 22 Marr Ln, St Charles, 

MO 63303

South County DDTC 2312 Lemay Ferry Rd, 

St. Louis, MO 63125

Bellefontaine Habilitation Center

10695 Bellefontaine Rd, St. Louis, MO 63137 

Southeast Missouri State Residential Services 

(SEMORS)

SEMORS Poplar Bluff 2351 Kanell Blvd, 

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

SEMORS Sikeston - 112 Plaza Dr, Sikeston, 

MO 63801

Higginsville Habilitation Center

100 W 1st St, Higginsville, MO 64037



State Operated Programs
Who receives services in state-operated habilitation 

centers?

No new admissions to habilitation centers 

Habilitation centers remain open to continue 

to serve the long-term residents that live 

there, but no new residents can be admitted

DOJ agreement 2007

Stopped admitting new individuals into the 

state-operated habilitation centers.

Compliance with Title II of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act and the findings of the Olmstead 

decision

Individuals provided with options for 

community based services

Only short-term supports through the crisis 

program

ONLY SHORT TERM



State Operated Programs
CRISIS Services 

Eligibility

At least 18 years of age

Have a developmental disability diagnosis 

Have an open case with their local Regional 

Office

Approved for residential services with a 

comprehensive waiver slot

Current Criteria

Boarding at hospitals (The hospital 

has deemed the person ready for 

discharge but the person has no safe 

place to be discharged to)

Awaiting release from jail 

Homeless



State Operated Programs
CRISIS Services - CONTINUED

Division Monitoring 

Referrals not accepted. 

As there are openings

Review eligible individuals 

Next candidates

Based on length of time in need and 

the compatibility of the individual 

with potential openings

The Coordinator of Crisis & Behavior Services 

Notify team of Opening



State Operated Programs
Optimistic Beginnings

Program based on Dialectal Behavioral Therapy 

(DBT)

Individuals must have moderate verbal skills to 

participate

Most restrictive DD state-operated crisis program 

Referral system is the same as for other SOP 

Crisis Services
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Subject Matter Experts
Updates

Training

Melantha Witherspoon



Subject Matter Experts
Updates

Prohibited Practices 

Syn McDonal~d



Subject Matter Experts
Updates

Behavior Support Review 

Committee

RitaCooper



General Reminders
EMAILs Tier 3 

prohibitedpractice@dmh.mo.gov

Send all things Prohibited Practice 

Suspected prohibited practice

Questions about GL 85 or CSR related to 

Prohibited Practices

BSRC@dmh.mo.gov

Send all things Behavior Support Review 

Committee (BSRC) related

Questions about GL 84 or CSR related to 

BSRC

BSRC Referrals

Materials related to attendance at BSRC 

BAT@dmh.mo.gov

General Tier 3 questions 

Personal Emails

mailto:prohibitedpractice@dmh.mo.gov
mailto:BSRC@dmh.mo.gov
mailto:BAT@dmh.mo.gov


General Reminders
Our Role

To Build Capacity 

Behavior Providers 

Support Coordinators 

Regional Office Staff

To work across the aisle with DBH

To work collaboratively with Tier 1 and Tier 2 

Build resources

Provide access to training 

Provide consultation

More than Compliance



Questions and
Answers



Wrap - Up
Next Informational 

Meeting

7.31.2023


