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Webinar  Talking Points

• Introductions
• When / Why is Disaster Preparedness is Important
• Tools to Help With Planning

• Guidebooks for Individuals
• Guidebooks for Providers

• Office of Disaster Services
• Questions
• Wrap up



Emergency Preparedness in 
Missouri’s Summer Heat



Preparedness in All Types of Weather

Missouri throws all types of weather 
at us in a 12-month period.

It is important to prepare for all of 
them 



2025
Spring storms

• March
• April 
• May

And now . . .



Summer 
Heat

As the Mercury rises, ensure that 
Everyone:
• Pays attention to heat advisories and 

warnings
• Remains indoors during the heat of the 

day, if possible
• Wears layers of light clothing
• Stays hydrated by drinking extra water
• Keeps cool with fans and air 

conditioners



Disaster planning 
specifically for the I/DD community



Why do we need this?

Individuals with disabilities are as much as 40%

more likely to be negatively impacted by 

disasters

8



NEW Planning Guidebooks

 DMH’s Office of Disaster Services  has created Disaster 
Preparedness Planning Guidebooks.

 Designed to help providers and individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities plan for emergencies and 
disasters.

 Online and printed versions available.



Individual 
Planning 
Guidebook

• The Personal Planning Guidebook 
is designed to be completed by 
individuals, either alone or with 
assistance.

• It is written in plain language to 
increase accessibility.

• It is organized in a question-and-
answer format that allows 
individuals to provide information 
easily.

• There are also helpful tips to assist 
individuals with their own 
preparedness.



Provider 
Planning 
Guidebook

• It offers considerations
for the location’s physical plant and 
overall planning.

• It also mirrors the Personal 
Guidebook, allowing caregivers 
to provide specific information 
on ways to ensure the goals in 
the personal plans of individuals 
are met.



Website – 
Office of Disaster 
Services
• A new section on the ODS 

website has been added: I/DD 
Disaster Planning.

• Contains resources, ideas, and 
tips for emergency planning.  

• We plan to continue to grow this 
site! 

https://dmh.mo.gov/disaster-services/emergency-planning-dd

https://dmh.mo.gov/disaster-services/emergency-planning-dd


Content Hub and 
DMH Website

https://dmhmolearning.com/



Other pieces of the project
As a part of this new focus on disaster/emergency planning for individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, the Office of Disaster Services is offering:

• Online training on the use of the guidebooks;
• Behavioral Health Strike Team training;
• Emergency/Disaster Preparedness planning assistance;
• COOP (Continuity of Operations Plan) Planning Assistance;
• Writing/Editing Disaster Plans;
• Discussion of the Evacuation vs. Shelter-in-Place Decision;

• Evacuation Planning
• Shelter-in-Place Planning

• Planning Drills;
• Conducting Drills and Tabletop Exercises;
• Planning for SPED classrooms in schools; and
• Other services as requested.



FINAL 
THOUGHT:

Accessibility 
Serves 
Everyone



Contact Info
• Deb Hendricks
• DMH Office of Disaster Services
Debra.Hendricks@dmh.mo.gov
573-690-2599

• Becky Lagore
• DMH Northwest Community 

Services

mailto:Debra.Hendricks@dmh.mo.gov
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Resources

Office of Disaster Services (ODS):
https://dmh.mo.gov/disaster-services

Emergency Planning: Developmental Disabilities:
https://dmh.mo.gov/disaster-services/emergency-planning-dd

Disaster Preparedness Guides:
https://dmhmolearning.com/courses/disaster-preparedness-guides/ 

https://dmh.mo.gov/disaster-services
https://dmh.mo.gov/disaster-services/emergency-planning-dd
https://dmhmolearning.com/courses/disaster-preparedness-guides/
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Questions?
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Mark Your Calendar

Next MO DDD & You

July 22, 2025
12:30pm-1:00pm
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Connect with Us!



       

Thank You
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